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Should I wony about signing <II yeu'y contrxt1
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lbc main liability with a contract is that it locks you .
into a particular cost structure 12 months in advance.
when in the future your needs might change. You can' •
switch plans--but you"1I usually have to sign up for a "
nc:r one-year contract then. (AT&T lets you switch .' \'

f withoutrenewing, but only three times a year, Nextel . \
requires a new contract only if you switch to a dis-" ".~ .
counted plan; Cellular One charges $10 iJ you move to ,•• '
a cheaper plan.)

But the lack of a cOntract doesn't give you a lot _••
more freedom to switch providers-you can't use one·'....
carrier's phone with another's service here, even i.C'\o.'i.
both usc the same bask digital technology. :~ ,

Whatever you do, don't sign a contract for a term· l;.,
longer than a year, The industry is moving too fast t(f ,
make that kind of a commitment .. ~,

.\1:
So how do Idecide what plan Is right? •~

0 ...'-

Estimate how many ca1Is you will place each i
month-and how many calls you will gel. Then add," t:
oh, 10 percent to that tolaL See which plans include a:J1t
monthly total of minutes greater than that. If you're.:.:
not going to buy a nationwide or regional plan, thin~' i ...

hard about when you'd be tempted to use the phone·~·..
out of town. Afew roaming calls a month won't throw:.:..
your bill out of whack, but it doesn't take too many.0.."

lengthy calls from the airport 10 wipe oul the savingSo+••
from usinga cheaper local plan. :.:~ .

,. t·f .
What about picUlg out ~ pMtkuLn phone? •: to',

'<!}' .
It's largely a matter of personal taste and budget; .. :..~

the tatter depends on what promotions are being of·" ..
fered, whkh tend to Ouctuate almost y,-eekly. Size and:
battery life are the mosl important factors; ifyou want \;
to try out the wireless Web, you'll need a targer~.
normal screen. ..~
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Join ffWD's fut friday
Club-more than 7,100 members
strong-to get OUr monthly e-mail
newsSetter. packed with gossip,

--'commentary and previews or
future stories, plus the occasional
reqUest ror your input. To join, '
send an e-mail to
listserv@listsen.net. leave the
Subject blank: in the message
body, type: subscribe ffwd

• [your namel..... "I-'" ....,.
CommenWQuestions
[-mail us at ffwd@Washpost.com
Write FFWD/The Washington Post
11S01SthSl.NW
Washington, O.C. 20071
Or call 202-334-7892
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